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‘ 1. Jughac in Sickisags The TedJik race of Sinklang is also referred to, both
in Sinkiang and in English-lengusge texts on that province, as Tajik,
Tiemchi-k'o, Serikolis, Sariquslis snd Iranian, | \ 25%1

they numbered 8,867, or slightly less than 224% of the tetal populaticn of
Sinkiange In the lest aentury the Tadjlk population has doolined, in part
beosuse of slave-hunting raide corductsd by pecples from northern Indis
vefore And siter tes time of Yakub Beg (2500-1875).

2. Jatory of the Ragat The Tadjike &re gadd to be Aryun descsaudents of the
pre=historie, indigencus, peoples who onoe inhabited Irsn and southvestern
Gentral Azis. They wers the early inhabitants of Khotan (Botden) who 1ef%
doouments dating tack te the Han Dynasty {202.618) in the Seka language; &
now extinot Iudo-Iranian longues In these documents they are spoken of o8
ons of the eight tribes of the Karakersm, T'ang Dynasty {618-577) records
1ikevise describs the Tadjiks ae adentical in exienal sppearance and
lenguage with the inhsbitants of Yootan. At tuat time the Chiness first
sonquered the region and establishel thexe & ailitary post which marked the
axtreme point of Chinees nilitary oocupstion in Centrel dsla. ‘The Tadjike,
however, were not brought under ths control ¢f China until ihe time of
Jengtis Khan, that is, in the Yuen Dynasty (1279-1368), After the great
westward sprasd of the empire bad ceassd and the tide of invasion had
receded, the Tad’iys regsiued thelr independencs, They caused no trouble

: and dvelt in perfsct harmony with China, contrelling the trale-routs Yo

i Indie which hed baex an important highway of comnerdye over singe the time
of the Ttang Dynssty. Throughout the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) ther wera
rezarded oz allies xnd good neightors and though since thet timc theyhave
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been invelved in the yeneral anrest of the frontier disirict, the Tadjiks
were never considered as hostile elements like the Kirghiz, whom in their
way of living they resemble., They have decreased in numbers, lost their
ancient power and are now concentrated in a. small erea of Sinkiang.

-1 The Tadjiks do not speak Turkic, as do the other Alpine races
of Sinkisng, they speak the Iranian language. Culturally, they are
extremely backward and are atill without e written language.

During the T'ang Dynasty the Tadjiks were devout adherents of
Buddhism, subeequently they were converted to Islam. They now adhere to the
Islamic sect of the Moslem faith which acknowiedges the Agha Khan in Bombay
as its head.

: Tedjiks are said to be the most representative of

Phvaicel Charactariatles
the Alpine type, nearly pure specinen of the so-callad "hemo elpinus”. They

sre a sturdy pecple whose blood is probably the purest of all of the races
found in Sinkiang, their wcmen are certainly ameng the most beautiful.

1 The Tadjik race of Sinkieng 1s only found in the . extrane
southwest ocrner of Sinkiang. They are concentreted in the Sarikol. or Tash
Qurghan Valley, where they form tho majority of the populetion and .appear,
in small numbers, in a few secluded adjoining mountain reglons of .the Pamirse
The only other pecples inhabiting this ares are the Kirghiz. The Tasa
Qurghun Valley is & mountainocus distriot nowhere less than ten thousand [eed
above eea-level and liez close to the poeint where. the Chinese, Soviet and
Afghen frontiers meet. . .

{ + The Tadjiks are s sedentary peopla wio build thelir heuaes in
the most inaccessible mountain regions and who iive for the moat prrt es
cultivaters, despite the fact that the Tash Qurghan Valley is ten thousand
feet above sea=level., Irrigation in practiced and the main orops oro 088,
barley end leguuee. Despite Aifficult conditions, the land is appurently
capable of supporting a larger population then it doea at present..

Suzrary: At present the settled populatior lives in oclose contact with the
pasteral Kirghiz, the ralaticns between the two groups appear to be frisndlye.
On the other hend, the relations of the Tash Jurghan population with the
Chinege administration havs deteriarated in recent years. The Tadjiks are
resentful of Cuinese rule because of the burdens luposed on thez for
supplying men and animals, without pay or for ineufficlent pay, to keep

open a high mourtain route between Sinkiang and India, which 13 used W
official trevellers and to & sasller extent by traderse This ciscontestment
might teke the form of an atteupt to break awasy from Chinesa rule, bui if 89,
it is not clear what other people they would prefar te joine. The Tad;lis axe
& sturdy and auclient people, worthy of trust and whose rights skould o¢
regpected in eny pacification of the horder regionss : .
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